CHAPTER VIII
EVELYN'S WORKS
EVELYN'S erudition and his diligent and studious
character would make one expect that, in his long
life, he would have been responsible for a fine array of
volumes on some of the many subjects about which
he had special knowledge. Far from this being the
case, there are only one or two works of his which, in
length, can be classified as books at all Indeed,
except for his Sylva and his History of Religion * his
writings are for the most part discourses, tracts,
occasional papers, more or less controversial essays
and translations. Laziness was certainly not the
cause of this. If anything he was over-active in too
many directions and was distracted by his multi-
farious pursuits. Modesty may have prevented him
from issuing in printed form volumes compiled from
his stacks of notes. He knew enough to realise the
incompleteness of his knowledge.
More probably it was actual lack of time which
prevented him from accomplishing such projects as
writing "A General History of all Trades,55 which he
had in mind, or completing his treatises on painting
in oil and in miniature, annealing in glass, enamelling,
and making marble paper. The inclination of his
*See page 108.
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